




















































































 Intergenerational	 incarceration	was	another	finding	from	this	 research.	 	 Incarceration	
had	become	a	common	part	of	families’	lives.	There	was	a	high	probability	that	there	will	
be	generations	of	parent	and	child	incarceration.	In	this	study	8.5	%	of	incarcerated	fathers	
reported	that	their	adult	children	was	incarcerated,	compared	to	the	21%	of	incarcerated	
mothers	that	reported	their	children	was	incarcerated.		Four	or	more	risk	factors	were	identi-
fied	for	two-thirds	of	these	mothers	and	three-fourths	of	the	fathers.	According	to	the	chart,	
adult	children	of	incarcerated	mothers	had	a	much	higher	percentage	rate	of	adult	children	
who	were	incarcerated.
Adult	children	of	Incarcerated	mothers	and	fathers.	Percentage	and	Risk
•		 Another	data	result	was	that	it	was	likely	that	if	a	mother	had	been	taken	to	prison,	other	
family	members	may	have	also	been	incarcerated,	leaving	fewer	relatives	to	take	respon-
sibility	for	the	children.
•		 Other	contributions	that	lead	to	her	child’s	incarceration	were	the	mother’s	consistent	
drug	use.	When	there	was	a	disruption	within	the	mother-child	relationship,	it	seemed	to	
be	extreme	and	could	be	a	cause	for	more	children	of	mothers	to	be	incarcerated	than	the	
children	of	fathers.		
•		 Prevention	factors	were	also	included	in	the	research	study.	Early	intervention	programs	
were	encouraged	as	a	way	to	enhance	parenting	skills,	support	groups	to	help	the	parents	
discontinue	using	alcohol,	or	other	nonprescription	drugs.	Another	part	of	the	intervention	
programs	were	assisting	the	parental	inmate	in	finding	and	keeping	a	job	once	released	
from	prison.
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